A Prayer for Family Commitment

Dear God our Father, you have called all Christian families to be a sign of your love to the world.
Help us to be generous with the gifts of life and love that you have showered on our family. May we share them so that our homes become true signs of unitive and fruitful love.
Let us never forget to thank you each day for all that sustains us and to look to Christ, who comes to us in the events of family life, in the sacraments of the Church, and in service to the poor.
In all of this, our family becomes a living expression of your Church, a hallowed home of life and love. By the power of the Holy Spirit, may all of us—spouses, parents, and children—share, as members of his Body, in Jesus’ mission to build a civilization of love. Father, we ask this in Jesus’ name in union with the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Dear Families,

Welcome back to a new and exciting year of Faith Formation.  

Every year the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops sets a theme for the year.  This year’s theme is, “Do This in Memory of Me”; its focus is prayerful participation in the Eucharist.  I have been reading the material and it is both beautiful and thought provoking.  I would like to share a passage by: 

J. David Franks, PhD, and Angela Franks, PhD – Theological Institute for the New Evangelization of Saint John’s Seminary, Boston:

The Fountain of Love:  How Parents Form Children for Prayerful Participation in the Eucharist

To be understood and loved.  There is no deeper hunger and thirst in us, no deeper desire in children.  What a privilege it is for a catechist to have a role in shaping the young for true love!  But this depends above all on parents actively orchestrating a home life with a rhythm set by the “source and summit of the Christian life” – the Eucharist.

When we consume the Eucharist, we are drawn into a love that transcends time.  Eternity is that boundless fountain of love, the Father and the Son united and overflowing in their Holy Spirit of love: a love that is ever young, that does not fail, that does not (grow) weary, that does not betray, that does not fall prey to death.  This is the faithful love we hunger and thirst for.  This is the love made really present in the Eucharist. 
It is my privilege to join with parents, catechists, and our pastor, for another year of shaping our young people for true love; our hearts deepest desire: the love of Jesus Christ, shared in the Eucharist, the same yesterday, today, and forever.
In Christ,

Mary Maly DRE/YM

We recognize that parents and families are the primary teachers of our faith to their children. We appreciate the opportunity to provide formal classroom instruction and offer various ways for parents and families to be involved in their child’s Faith Formation.
Modeling Faith 

Your children will learn by following your example. Their commitment to faith will be strengthened by your lead in attending weekly worship, by your stewardship (prayer, ministry, and finance), and by helping those in need. “Inspired by the example and family prayer of their parents, children, and in fact everyone living under the family roof, will more easily set out upon the path of a truly human training, of salvation and of holiness” (Vatican II).
Parent Orientation 
We appreciate your attendance at parent orientation sessions. It ensures good communication and helps you stay informed about our offerings and new developments.  Please refer to the schedule for our “open house” dates.
Registration & Tuition

At this time, students must register each year and be registered before the start of classes.

Fees are notated on the registration form.  The first installment (or full payment) is due at the time of registration; the second or last payment is due by January 15th.  Financial Aid is available; please see Mary Maly for a form.

Communication 
Each student will receive a folder, which will contain announcements, notes, reminders, and other important information. This system reduces our postage costs. Folders are to be brought to and from each class. There will be a parent signature sheet in the folder; your signature indicates that you have seen it contents.  Feel free to communicate any concerns or feedback about the Faith Formation Program to Mary Maly. 

Medical Concerns  

All rooms have first aid supplies.  Medications and topical ointments will not be given without the written permission of a parent.  Parents will be called to take injured or sick children home.  Please provide us with emergency medical information in case you cannot be reached.  If your child has a special need, medical concern, allergies, or anything that we would need to know to make your child’s faith experience better, please make us aware, so we can work with you.

Christian Conduct and Community Building 
Students are expected to conduct themselves in a Christian manner.  Each student should: 

 Be in the classroom on time. 

 Bring all needed materials.  

 Refrain from eating, drinking, and gum chewing in classrooms unless organized by the catechist.  No food or gum in church. 

 Refrain from use of cell phones or other electronics

 Dress appropriately  

 Be respectful and cooperative. 

 Listen and share one at a time. 

 Complete assigned work or makeup work before the next session, as directed by catechists and parents. 

Non-constructive behavior will be addressed immediately to preserve a Christian atmosphere in the classroom.  Behavior will be addressed in the following manner: 

1) Catechist will warn child and take appropriate measures to correct the behavior. 

2) If the child continues, he or she will meet with the Director. Parents may be contacted as necessary. 

3) The Director will meet with parents and students as necessary and appropriate. She will work with catechists, parents and students to make behavioral plans for students to maintain a Christian atmosphere in classrooms. The Director reserves the right to dismiss students from the program for part or all of the school year if necessary. 
Drugs, Alcohol, Tobacco and Weapons 
Possession, sale or use of drugs, alcohol, tobacco products or weapons is strictly prohibited. Students who violate this regulation may be subject to dismissal from the program. Students involved with drugs, alcohol or weapons may be referred to the proper legal authorities and parents contacted immediately 

Vandalism 
Willful damage or destruction of parish property, damage or destruction of retreat facilities by students is cause for disciplinary action and possible dismissal from the program. The program requires that restitution be made by student(s), according to the terms determined by the Director and/or Pastor. 

Attendance 

Students are required to attend all sessions, including Liturgies and family events. If a student must be absent, parents need to call the Faith Formation Office at 715- 359-5675 as soon as you are aware of the absence or before class begins. In order to ensure that students receive the proper formation necessary to receiving the Sacraments, we are asking that students not miss any Faith Formation sessions – with the exception of illness, family emergency, etc.
Cancellations 
Classes will be cancelled if D.C. Everest Schools are closed for the day or are dismissed early, due to inclement weather.  Listen to your local radio stations or call 359-5675 for Religious Education announcements
Tornadoes and/or Fire

Teachers will inform their students of emergency procedures for tornadoes and emergency procedures and exits in case of a fire.  
Arrival and Departure 

We encourage parents (especially of young children) to come in to pick them up from class.

At Home Catechesis for Students

Contact the Director for the information.

Progress Reports

Are done at the end of the year and put in your child’s file.  Any reports with attendance or classroom issues – parents will be notified.  Parents are welcome to get copies of their children(s) reports at any time; contact the Director

Sacraments

Information is sent to families the year their child (ren) would celebrate a Sacrament.  Parent meetings and separate schedules are given out for those programs.  We work with parents to make sure their child (ren) are properly prepared to receive a Sacrament.  If any child has been delayed, for any reason, in receiving a Sacrament, please let us know.  We will provide any materials or sessions needed. 
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Fr. Alan Burkhardt, Pastor

Ann Sirianni, Pastoral Minister

Mary Maly, DRE/YM

dreym@stagnescatholicparish.com
Stay informed, visit the website:

www.stagnescatholicparish.com
Bulletins are on line

Parish Phone Number

715-359-5675
· Grades Pre-K & K (Sunday during 8:30 AM Mass) 

· Grades 1 - 5 (Sunday 9:30 - 11:00 AM) 

· Grades 6, 7, 8, 9 & 10 (6:30 – 7:45pm Wednesday Evenings) 
Note:  Refer to schedules for dates of Faith Formation sessions.  Schedules are subject to change; we do make every effort to notify families.
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